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Research so far: 

My research so far comprised of the following: 

1. SUMMER VACATION 1999 

(i) Preliminary questionnaire circulated among Girls' colleges, University of MRU and MGI as 
well as a few singled out cases (1 or 2) 

(ii) Strategic Archive Research: 

• Newspaper Research 

• Images of Women in Advertising 

• Images celebrating women within particular contexts: films etc. 

(iii) Collection of various official Governmental Documents 

(iv) Collection of Official Data (Stats) e.g. women 

(v) Collation of semiotic repertoire: magazines (local and foreign) 

(vi) Collection of various audiovisual discourses: series, films 
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NOTES ON METHODOLOGY 

S. Sarantakos - Social Research 
P31 (Varieties of Social Research) 

A. DEFINITION 

Typical Problems: 

• Unclarity as to whether writers refer to a paradigm or to a methodology 

• Whether a question is about methods or methodologies 

• Considerations as to whether a research model is to be accepted as a 
"methodology or not" - p.31 

Sarantakos distinguishes between these above concepts 'based on logical and methodological 
principles.' 

PARADIGM 

" In simple terms, a paradigm is a set of propositions that explain how the world is perceived; it 
contains a world view, a way of breaking down the complexity of the real world, telling 
researchers and social scientists in general 'what is important, what is legitimate, what is 
reasonable' (patton, 1990:37)" 

(Sarantakos Pp31-2) 


METHODOLOGY 

"A methodology is a model, which entails theoretical principles as well as a framework that 
provides guidelines about how research is done in the context of a particular paradigm (see for 
example, Cook and Fonow, 1990: 72; Harding 1987:2; Lather, 1992:87)" 

(Sarantakos Pp32) 

"In simple terms, a methodology translates the principles of a paradigm into a research 
language, and shows how the world can be explained, handled, approached or studied " 

P32 
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B. PARADIGMS 

Tables 2.1 Main Paradigms in the social sciences 


POSITIVISTIC 

INTERPRETIVE 

CRITICAL 

Positivism 

Neopositivism 

Methodological Positivism 
Logical Positivism 

Symbolic Interactionism 
Phenomenology 
Ethnomethodology 
Hermeneutics 

Psychoanalysis 

Ethnology 

Ethnography 

Sociolinguistics 

Critical Sociology 

Conflict School of Thought 
Marxism 

Feminism 


Table on p. 33 

"It must be noted that although there is a clear distinction between the positivistic paradigm on 
the one hand and the other paradigms on the other, the distinction between the critical and the 
interpretive, although significant, is rather weaker...although the positivist and non-positivist 
paradigms may be considered incompatible, the critical and the interpretive paradigms are not" 


Sarantakos p 33 
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C. METHODOLOGIES 

" The relative confusion about paradigms referred to above is present also in the context of 
methodology. This is evident with regard to perception as well as types of methodologies." 

P-33 

1) Methodology is defined in 2 ways: 

(a) "In one form, methodology is identical to a research ,model employed by a researcher in 
a particular project, including basic knowledge related to the subject and research 
methods in question and the framework employed in a particular context (see Lather, 
1992: 87)" 

P33 

"In this sense, every investigation has a distinct methodology, and every researcher 
employs his or her own methodology, which might vary from study to study. By this 
definition, it would seem that there are as many methodologies as there are projects, 
since most projects are unique in nature and approach." 

P-33 


However Sarantakos does argue that she perceives this more as a research model rather than a 
methodology. 

(b) "Another definition relates to the nature of methodology to a theoretical and more 
abstract context, and perceives it in conjunction with distinctive, unidimensional and 
mutually exclusive theoretical principles." P.33 

"Methodology is determined not by the research model but rather by the principles of 
research entailed in a paradigm" p.34 

"Between these two extremes, several versions if 'methodology' have been proposed 
explicitly or implicitly by social scientists, some being close to what we termed research 
models, and others being closer to 'methodologies' " p.34 
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D. METHODS 

"Methods are the tools of data generation and analysis and are chosen on the basis of criteria 
related to or even dictated by the major elements of the methodology in which they are 
embedded, such as perception of human beings, purpose of research, type of research units and 
soon." P.34 

"In a sense, methods are atheoretical and amethodological "...Interviews, for instance, like 
observation, experiments content analysis and so on, can be used in any methodology type, and 
serve any chosen research purpose. The same methods can be used in the context of different 
methodologies, and the same methodology can employ different methods" P.34 

IMPORTANT 

"Methods have never been and should never be used as criteria for determining the type of 
methodology without considering factors relating to its purpose, structure, process, type of 
analysis and other similar factors" p.34 

UTAM - so I can assume that the consideration of these factors would give me licence to do 
what I ve been doing: methods before methodology - blag it, don't say what the order was! 
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EXTRACT OF CH 3 PART 1 - THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVES 

Sarantakos speaks of the three dominant perspectives more in detail. I have retained only: 

1) The Interpretive Perspective 

2) The Critical Perspective 

A. THE INTERPRETIVE PERSPECTIVE 

Roots: 

• Works of Giovanni Batista Vico (1668-1744) 

• Dilthey (1833-1911) 

• Most of all: Weber (1864-1920) 

(i) Weber: his emphasis on verstehen, that is, the empathetic understanding of human 
behaviour. 

(ii) Equally significant: the contribution of symbolic interactionism, phenomenology, 
ethnomethodology and hermeneutics. 

B. THE CRITICAL PERSPECTIVE 

Roots: Critical Social Science, developed out of work of Karl Marx (1818 - 83) and the critical 
theorists and feminists. 

Central Theoretical Backbone 

Combination of: 

• Conflict Theory 

• Critical Sociology 

• Marxism 

• Feminism 



7 | P a g e DISSERTATION - Methodology Notes SARANTAKOS 


CHAPTER 3 PART 2 
PERCEPTION OF REALITY 

A. POSITIVISM: 

Reality as " everything that can be perceived through the senses; is independent of human 
consciousness, is objective, rests on order, is governed by strict , natural and unchangeable 
laws, and can be realised through experience . All members of society define reality in the same 
way, because they all share the same meanings." P.36 

B. INTERPRETIVE PERSPECTIVE 

• Reality is not 'out there' but in the minds of people 

• Reality is internally experienced 

• Socially constructed through interaction and interpreted through the actors 

• Reality is not objective but subjective 

Sarantakos asks us to see (Hughes, 1990:89-114) 

C. CRITICAL PERSPECTIVE 

Closer to interpretive but different on one main basis: 

• Reality is not created by nature but by people. 
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PERCEPTION OF HUMAN BEINGS 

A. POSITIVISM 

Humans: 

(i) Rational individuals 

(ii) Governed by social laws 

(iii) Behaviour learned through observation, governed by external causes producing same 
results 

(iv) No free will 

BUT 

(v) World is not deterministic; causes produce effects under certain conditions and 
predictions can be limited by the occurrence of such conditions 


B. THE INTERPRETIVE PERSPECTIVE 

Humans: 

(i) Central position 

(ii) Reality + social world created by actor through assigning meaning systems to events 

(iii) For most theorists: no general laws of a restrictive nature 

HOWEVER 

(iv) "Subjective meanings", patterns and regularities of behaviour emerge as a result of 
social conventions, established through interaction. 

(v) MAIN TASK: searching for the systems of meaning that actors use to make sense of their 
world. 


C. THE CRITICAL PERSPECTIVE 

Humans : 

(i) Potential for creativity and adjustments which are oppressed by social factors and 
exploited by fellow men. 

(ii) Creation of a state of false consciousness 

FEMINISTS: 

(iii) Feminists concerned with human / primarily women and their position in contemporary 
societies. 



